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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES 

ADOPTED  BY  THE 

CENTRAL  CONFERENCE  OF  CHINA  1907 


Publishing  House 

American  Methodism  has  cause  for  thankfulness  in  the 
excellent  Publishing  House  in  Shanghai,  and  the  Managers  are 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  high  grade  of  work  turned  out  from 
their  presses.  We  desire,  however,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  such  an  institution  should  be  made  a stronger  Christianizing 
force  and  in  pursuance  of  this  idea  we  recommend  : — 

1.  --An  increase  of  Capital, 

ist  For  enlargement  of  the  buildings. 

2nd  For  the  publication  of  much  needed  books. 

3rd  In  order  to  keep  a larger  stock  of  stationery  and 
books  on  hand. 

2.  — That  all  Publications  in  Chinese,  of  Methodist  Missions 
including  theological,  devotional,  educational,  commentaries, 
Sunday-school  helps,  and  tracts  should  be  kept  on  stock  at  the 
headquarters  and  the  right  of  their  publication  by  our  own 
Publishing  House  should  be  secured  and  maintained. 
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3- — That  we  again  appoint  a permanent  Committee  on 
Publications,  consisting  of  the  Manager  of  the  Publishing  House, 
ex-officio  Chairman,  the  Book  Editor,  and  two  others;  and  that 
we  also  request  the  China  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  to  appoint  a committee  of  three  to  co-operate 
with  this  committee. 

4.  — That  there  should  be  a Book  Editor  appointed,  who 
should  in  conjunction  with  the  permanent  Committee  on 
Publications,  have  under  his  charge  a Translation  and  Compila- 
tion Bureau,  for  the  preparation  of  up-to-date  Methodist 
literature,  including  Sunday-school  helps,  all  of  which  should  be 
directly  maintained  by  the  Publishing  House. 

5.  — That  the  Publishing  House  should  be  able  to  maintain 
such  Periodical  Literature,  including  Sunday-school  Lessons, 
as  may  be  advised  by  the  Central  Conference  until  such  time  as 
said  literature  becomes  self-supporting. 

In  conclusion  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  liberal  capital  and  equipment  supplied, 
and  our  hope  is  that  both  printing  and  book-making  departments 
may  be  maintained  in  the  highest  condition  of  efficiency,  with 
the  best  modern  outfit  and  machinery,  that  all  classes  of  work 
may  be  done  as  quickly,  neatly,  and  cheaply  as  by  any  other 
publishing  house  in  the  East,  so  that  we  may  command  our  fair 
share  of  patronage. 

G.  A.  Stuart,  Chairman. 

Joseph  Beech,  Secretary. 


3 

Publications 

1. — Chinese  Christian  Advocate. 

We  regret  to  record  that  the  subscription  list  of  the 
Advocate  has  very  materially  decreased  since  the  union  with 
the  Kiao  Pao.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the 
subscription  price,  but  there  are  other  causes,  to  one  of  which 
the  Associate  Editor  refers  in  his  report — that  is,  the  lack  of 
church  news.  For  this  the  missionaries  and  native  preachers 
are  largely  responsible.  Two  other  complaints  are  frequently 
heard  : first,  the  literary  style  of  the  Chinese  is  too  high  Wenli 
for  the  ordinary  readers  ; secondly,  the  literary  matter  of  most 
issues  is  too  heavy — the  public  call  for  an  Advocate  more 
popular  in  its  style  and  material, — less  of  a “review,”  more  of 
a “church  newspaper”  ! 

2.  — Other  Publications. 

We  believe  iht  Forum  is  making  a place  for  itself  and  growing 
in  favor,  but  think  it  should  be  enlarged  and  made  a monthly. 

We  regret  that  the  Fuhkien  Witness  a?id  Ce?itral  China 
Record  have  both  died  apparently,  and  the  West  China  Messenger 
has  been  passing  through  a nine  months’  trance  from  which  it 
is  just  awakening. 

W e believe  the  purposes  of  these  local  papers  and  of  the 
Forum  can  all  be  secured  by  a combination  monthly,  which  will 
be  more  satisfactory  to  the  friends  at  home  as  well  as  to  the 
missionaries  on  the  field,  and  we  recommend  this  combination  to 
go  into  effect  as  soon  as  possible. 
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We  also  recommend  that  overtures  be  made  to  the  Southern 
Methodist  Mission  to  join  us  in  this  publication. 

We  request  the  several  missions  to  give  their  cordial  support 
to  this  paper,  in  both  subscriptions  and  contributions  of  literarj’ 
matter  and  local  news,  and  recommend  that  each  mission  elect 
one  of  its  missionaries  as  associate  editor. 

We  record  our  appreciation  of  the  local  papers  published  in 
the  Foochow,  Hinghua  and  Ingcliung  dialects.  We  believe 
more  should  be  done  to  give  Christian  literature  to  the  rank  and 
file  of  our  church  members,  especially  the  women  and  girls,  and 
hope  it  may  be  found  feasible  to  publish  a monthly  in  Mandarin. 

3.— Editors. 

In  view  of  the  great  awakening  in  China  and  the  impera- 
tive need  of  Christian  literature  to  direct  the  thought  of  the 
church  and  of  those  looking  with  interest  toward  Western 
thought  and  civilization,  and  of  the  great  lack  of  Methodist 
literature  in  China,  we  request  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
to  authorize  our  resident  Bishop  to  appoint  a China  missionary 
as  Book  Editor. 

We  also  recommend  the  appointment  of  an  Editor  of  Meth- 
odist Periodicals,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  edit  the  Chinese 
Christian  Advocate,  the  Forum  or  its  successor,  and  such  Sunday 
School  literature  as  the  Committee  on  Publications  may  decide 
upon. 
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We  recommend  that  instead  of  now  electing  these  two 
Editors,  we  refer  the  matter  to  the  Bishop  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Central  Conference  for  such  actiou  during  the 
quadrennium  as  in  their  judgment  seems  best. 

We  recommend  that  all  the  literary  products  of  these  two 
Editors  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

We  request  the  General  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  in  making  the  appropriations  to  China  to  first  set  aside, 
under  the  heading  Methodist  Publishing  House  in  China,  the 
salary  and  house  rent  of  the  Manager  of  the  Publishing  House 
and  of  the  two  Editors  before  fixing  the  appropriations  to  the 
several  Missions  of  China. 

4. — Committee  on  Publications. 

1.  — We  recommend  a standing  committee  of  five  on 
Publications,  to  whom  shall  be  submitted  all  tracts  or  books 
offered  for  publication,  and  who  shall  decide  on  the  style  and 
form  of  all  periodicals  issued  in  the  name  of  our  church. 

2.  — We  recommend  that  the  Manager  of  the  Publishing 
House,  the  Book  Editor  and  the  Editor  of  Periodicals  shall  be 
members  of  this  committee  ex  officio  and  that  the  Executive 
Committee  of  our  conference  select  the  two  other  members  of 
this  committee. 

3.  — We  request  the  China  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  to  appoint  a similar  committee,  who  with  our  committee 
shall  constitute  a joint  Committee  on  Publications  for  all 
publications  issued  jointly  by  the  two  churches. 
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5. — Publication  Funds. 

We  request  the  Board  of  Managers  of  our  consolidated 
Benevolent  Society,  into  which  the  Tract  Society  and 
Sunday  School  Union  have  been  united  (the  Board  of  Education, 
Freedmen’s  Aid,  and  Sunday  Schools),  to  make  an  annual 
appropriation  of  $700  for  general  tract  work  and  $300  for 
Sunday  School  literature,  in  addition  to  the  grants  now  made  to 
tne  China  missions,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

We  iequest  the  Publishing  House  to  undertake  the  financial 
management  of  the  Forum , securing  as  many  acceptable 
advertisements  as  possible,  but  we  pledge  our  respective  missions 
to  do  their  share  in  the  financial  support  of  the  paper. 

6. — Central  Conference  Minutes. 

1. — That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  print  400  copies  of 
the  Minutes  of  this  session  of  the  Central  Conference.  That  a 
copy  be  sent  to  each  of  our  Bishops,  Editors  and  Missionary 
Secretaries  and  Secretaries  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  Also  to  each 
member  of  the  General  Committee  and  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  and  to  the  Secretaries  of  our  Conferences  in  Korea, 
Japan,  India  and  Malaysia. 

That  fifty  copies  be  placed  on  file  and  that  the  remainder 
be  divided  pro  rata  among  our  missionaries  on  the  field. 
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2.  — That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  print  800  copies  of 
the  Minutes  in  Chinese.  That  fifty  copies  be  placed  on  file  and 
the  remainder  be  distributed  to  the  Missions  and  Conferences 
according  to  the  number  of  native  preachers  in  each. 

3.  — That  the  expenses  of  publication  be  divided  among  the 
Missions  and  Conferences  pro  rata  on  the  basis  of  missionaries 
and  native  preachers. 

7. — Minutes  of  Annual  Meetings. 

We  earnestly  recommend  that  each  Conference  and  Mission 
print  enough  of  its  Annual  Minutes  to  provide  one  copy  for 
every  member  of  our  China  missions  and  for  the  Secretaries  of 
our  missions  in  Japan,  Korea  and  India.  This  recommendation 
of  the  last  Central  Conference  has  been  observed  by  some 
missions,  but  we  consider  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  again 
emphasized. 

These  annual  reports  in  both  English  and  Chinese  are  most 
valuable  in  developing  unity  of  methods  and  inspiring  to  zealous 
advance.  We  believe  the  expense  of  publication  in  English 
should  be  met  by  the  Finance  Committees  and  that  of  issuing  the 
Chinese  Reports  should  be  paid  out  of  Tract  funds. 

We  recommend  that  all  these  Annual  Reports  be  published 
by  the  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  we  request  the 
publishers  to  forward  direct  to  the  various  missionaries  and 
native  preachers  of  our  church  as  recommended  above. 
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8. — Hymn  Book. 

We  find  that  the  large  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
new  hymn  book  was  not  workable,  and  we  recommend  that  Dr. 
Stuart  be  requested  to  continue  the  work,  with  such  assistance 
as  he  may  be  able  to  secure,  and  his  final  manuscripts  be  submit- 
ted to  the  standing  Committee  on  Publications  for  approval. 

9.  — Catechism. 

We  request  the  Committee  on  Publications  to  take  in  hand 
as  soon  as  possible  a translation  of  the  new  Union  Methodist 
Catechism. 

10. — Methodist  Union. 

That  our  representatives  on  the  Commission  on  Union  of 
Methodism  be  requested  to  take  such  steps  as  may  seem 
advisable,  looking  towards  the  union  of  our  other  Methodist 
Bodies  with  us  in  our  plans  for  developing  and  distributing 
Christian  literature. 


